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ABSTRACT 



A software system for enabling remote data access to and 
task execution on a data processing system through a proxy 
server has an instance of the software residing on the data 
processing system for receiving and analyzing requests and 
performing according to request directive, and an instance of 
the software residing on the proxy server for identifying and 
authenticating a user and for redirecting requests to the data 
processing system. The system is characterized in that a user, 
connects to a network accessible to the data processing 
system and initiates a request for services, wherein the 
request is after authentication of the user, redirected from the 
proxy server to the data processing system for task execution 
and possible return of results according lo the contents of the 
request. 
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REMOTE PROXY SERVER AGENT 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
DOCUMENTS 

[0001] The present invention claims priority to a U.S. 
provisional patent application serial No. 60/264,937 filed on 
Jan. 29, 2001 entitled "Remote Proxy Agent". . 

HELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] ITie present invention is in the field of network 
communications and equipment and pertains particularly to 
a method and apparatus for providing mid-range proxy 
services for small business. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] In the field of network access and communications, 
data servers known as proxy servers are very common and 
well known, A proxy server is, in basic form, an entity that 
caches information from a Web server or servers and acts as 
an intermediary agent between a Web client and that sever 
or servers. Often, a proxy is used to enable a wireless device 
with limited browsing capability to access Internet-sourced 
information that is sometimes stored in formats foreign to 
the device. By storing the most recent information firom 
servers it has access to, the proxy server attempts to fill user 
requests with the cached information without navigation to 
the information source, thereby providing faster and more 
streamlined access to the information requested. Server 
security is also enhanced when using a proxy server, which 
can act as a firewall. 

[0004] Large enterprises typically use proxy services to 
provide organized access to specified data for enterprise- 
approved individuals. Often access to the specified data is 
practiced firom an Intranet. An intranet is any corporate 
wide-area-network that is a protected network that is pro- 
tected from unauthorized access. An Intranet is usually 
reserved for select company employees and the like. 
Employees granted access to the World Wide Web from the 
Intranet would typically set up a proxy server in order to 
obtain Web browsing capability from behind a security 
firewall. In some cases, a proxy is used for interface between 
two disparate computing environments as referred to above. 
For example, an Internet-capable telephone would browse 
the Web using a proxy server (gateway) and so on. 

[0005] In most cases, proxy services are implemented and 
maintained by corporate entities having the resources and 
wherewithal lo maintain services for a large corporate popu- 
lation or service base. This involves the cost of setting up 
and maintaining the required machine or machines and 
software within the networic. In contrast, an individual 
consumer who just surfs the Internet has very little or no 
requirement for proxy services. However, a consumer may 
configure for access to services through a proxy maintained 
by such as the consumer's Internet Service Provider (ISP). 

[0006] There is a market for proxy services that is essen- 
tially not addressed in prior art. This market is the middle 
segment comprising small businesses or (cooperative) 
groups of business individuals that cannot afford to imple- 
ment and maintain complex proxy services and may not 
have access lo corporate Intranet. These smaller entities 
often have an ongoing and real need for the types of services 
avaUable fi-om a proxy service package. 



[0007] Therefore, what is clearly needed is a remote proxy 
agent and system that could be shared in terms of use and 
cost by a group of small business users. Such an agent and 
system would offer many more and complex services than 
those available to consumers through a standard service 
provider but would not reqxiire the prohibitive expense and 
technical expertise required to implement corporate solu- 
tions. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] In a preferred embodiment of the present invention 
a software system for enabling remote data access to and 
task execution on a data processing system through a proxy 
server is provided, comprising an instance of the software 
residing on the data processing system for receiving and 
analyzing requests and performing according to request 
directive, and an instance of the software residing on the 
proxy server for identifying and authenticating a user and for 
redirecting requests to the data processing system. The 
system is characterized in that a user connects to a network 
accessible to the data processing system and initiates a 
request for services, wherein the request is after authenti- 
cation of the user, redirected from the proxy server to the 
data processing system for task execution and possible 
return of results according to the contents of the request. 

[0009] In one preferred embodiment the data processing 
system is a personal computer. In another the data process- 
ing system is a multi-purpose printing center. In yet another 
the data processing system is a computer-connected periph- 
eral. Also in a preferred embodiment data access includes 
directory search and opening of a target file, 

[0010] Tasks performed may include sending e-mails and 
electronic faxes, and may further include reading a docu- 
ment over a dialed telephone connection, and powering on 
or off of host-connected devices. 

[0011] The proxy server may, in some embodiments, be a 
wireless gateway in a wireless data network. Also in some 
embodiments the proxy server may be accessed with a 
wireless network-capable device, which may be a WAP 
enabled cellular phone. 

[0012] In some cases a request specifies a serial execution 
of serial tasks and return of results. Many requests may be 
sent to the data processing system in an uninterrupted data 
session, in a preferred embodiment. 

[0013] In another aspect of the invention a software proxy 
agent residing in a data processing system and interfaced 
operationally to at least one software application of the 
system is provided, comprising a request analyzer for pars- 
ing and verifying received requests, a request processor for 
processing the request for task-performance instructions, at 
least one application program interface for enabling remote 
control of the at least one application, and a results processor 
for computing and/or compiling results. The proxy agent is 
characterized in that the agent, through the appropriate 
application program interface, executes the appropriate 
application to achieve the goal or goals specified in the 
request and wherein result or results of the application 
performance are remmed to the user that initiated the 
request. 

[0014] In some preferred embodiments the data process- 
ing system is a personal computer. In others the data 
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processing system is a multi-purpose printing center. In still 
others the data processing system is a computer-connected 
peripheral. Also in preferred embodiments the at least one 
application includes an e-mail application, a word process- 
ing application, a facsimile application, a telephony appli- 
cation, and an operating system component application. In 
some cases the request analyzer, the request processor and 
the results processor utilize resident processing capability of 
the host device. 

[0015] In yet another embodiment of the invention a 
method for remote control of a data processing system over 
a network by proxy comprising steps of (a) connecting to the 
network using a network capable device; (b) logging into a 
proxy server and authenticating for access; (c) formulating 
and sending a request directed to the data system to be 
controlled; (d) forwarding the request from the proxy server 
to a proxy agent at the data system; (e) performing at least 
one task specified in the request; and (f) returning results of 
task performance to the request initiator. 

[0016] In some preferred embodiments, in step (a), the 
network capable device is a wireless, WAP enabled phone 
and the network is the Internet network. Also in some 
preferred embodiments, in step (b), the proxy server is a 
gateway between the wireless network and the Internet. In 
still other preferred embodiments, in step (e), the at least one 
task is performed through application program interface 
between the proxy agent and the specified application. In 
some other embodiments, step (e), the at least one task is 
performed by an operating system component of the data 
processing system. In some cases steps (a) through (e) are 
conducted repeatedly in the course of a single data session 
between a user and the data system. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIGURES 

[0017] FIG. 1 is an overview of a communication network 
practicing a remote proxy capability according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating remote proxy 
function according to an embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. 

[0019] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a screen shot 
of proxy constraints according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0020] According to a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, the inventor provides a shared proxy 
system managed for optimum function that can provide 
services not normally available to small business using 
wireless applications. 

[0021] FIG. 1 is an overview of a communications net- 
work practicing a remote proxy service capability according 
to an embodiment of the present invention. Commxmicalions 
network 100 comprises sub-networks 110, which is, in this 
example the Internet network, and 103, which is described 
and labeled in this example as a wireless network. Internet 
network 110 may instead be any wide-area-network (WAN) 
that is public or private or a corporate Intranet, and does not 
depend on a particular technology. The inventor chooses the 



Internet in this example as a preferred embodiment. Like- 
wise, wireless network 103 may be any typical wireless 
access network having access capability to network 110. 
Additional examples of network types my also include 
terrestrial and satellite based wireless, laser based, cable, 
telephony, or dedicated wiring, or any combinations of 
those. 

[0022] Wireless network 103 is generally represented 
herein by 3 exemplary components. These are a wireless- 
application-protocol (WAP) enabled digital phone 107, a 
wireless transmission tower 106, and a WAP gateway 
(WAP-GW) 104. WAP phone 107 is Internet-capable 
according to WAP as is generally known in the art. Phone 
107 has a micro browser (M) 108 operational therein and 
adapted to browse WAP-enabled Web pages or Web pages of 
a disparate format by proxy. WAP-enabled sites are those 
sites that are adapted to serve data according to WAP. Many 
Web sites of importance relating to accessible data have 
WAP versions of the site accessible through WAP devices. 
WAP-GW 104 is a network gateway or proxy between 
wireless network 103 and Internet network 110. 

[0023] In this example, the wireless scheme practiced is 
WAP as exemplified by a WAP-enabled device Qihone 107) 
and a WAP-enabled gateway (WAP-GW 104), however, 
proprietary technologies other than WAP may be practiced 
in accordance with the present invention including but not 
limited to those technologies offered by various vendors of 
conmiunication services including but not limited to 
Aether™, NTT I-Mode'^", Symbian™, Microsoft™, Qual- 
comm™, and other currently existing or new vendors. 

[0024] Lines, connection points, and equipment of Inter- 
net network 110 are symbolically represented herein by a 
double-arrow backbone illustrated herein as extending 
through Internet cloud 110 labeled with the element number 
101. Backbone 101 represents the outward extension of 
Internet 110 in all directions and therefore symbolizes 
limitless geographic reach. 

[0025] A Web server 111 is illustrated within Internet HO 
and connected to backbone 101 Web server 111 represents a 
hosted server available on-line wherein electronic docu- 
ments are stored and are available for user access. Actual 
Web data served by server 111 is stored in a data repository 
112 connected thereto. Repository 112 may be an internal 
repository or an external one as shown in this example. The 
inventor illtistrates an external repository to illustrate 
optional separate function. Server 111 is presumed, in this 
embodiment, to be hosted by a third party such as an Internet 
service provider (ISP) and shared by several small busi- 
nesses or business users. In one embodiment, server 111 may 
be hosted by a single business. 

[0026] A provider entity of Web server 111 is represented 
in this example as a small business 115 (enclosed by a dotted 
rectangle). The term provider as used in this example simply 
means that business 115 provides data that is made available 
through server 111. Server 111 may be hosted by business 
115 or by a third parly. 

[0027] Small business 115 is represented in terms of 
conmiunication and service equipment by a plurality of PC 
workstations 116a-166n. The number of workstations 
116a-n is arbitrary. That is to say that there may be several, 
a few or only one workstation depending on the size of 
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business 115, which is presumed to be small. In another 
embodiment, PC workstations 166a-n may be unrelated to 
one another in terms of belonging to a same business. 
Instead they may be workstations of business users that 
represent separate small business \isers. 

[0028] In this example, PC workstations llSa-n share a 
local area network (LAN) 114 and are presumed to be 
stations of a single business. In an alternate case of separate 
business users, there may be no LAN present. Rather, the 
stations may be remote from one another but have direct 
Internet access capability to Internet 110 and therefore 
server 111. 

[0029] Each workstation 11 6a -/i has a data repository 
connected thereto for storing business, contact and other 
data. For example, PC station 116a has a repository 118a 
connected thereto while PC station 1166 has a repository 
118^7 connected thereto and so on. Workstations 116a*/i are 
not construed in this embodiment to be limited to PC 
functionality such as IP calls, e-mail and so on. In addition, 
COST telephones, Facsimile machines. Scanners, automated 
peripherals and other equipment not shown in this example 
may be part of individual workstation commimication capa- 
bilities. 

[0030] It is noted herein that small business 115 does 
typically not operate on a shared corporate WAN, and does 
not, typically, individually host and maintain a proxy server. 
A router 109 is illustrated in this example as a routing point 
between Internet 110 and small business 115. Small business 
115 has a permanent access line 113 to Internet 110, which 
could be for example, a digital subscriber line (DSL), a fiber 
optic connection, a wireless radio connection, a Local Mul- 
tipoint Distribution Service (LMDS), a cable/modem con- 
nection, and so on. Such persistent connection types typi- 
cally use firewall technology and address translation 
capability, along with agent routing capability often imple- 
mented within one machine such as router 109. It is also 
assumed in this example that business 115 uses an ISP to 
gain Internet connectivity. 

[0031] Each PC workstation 116a-n within the domain of 
business 115 has a novel instance of remote proxy agent 
(RPA) installed thereon. These instances are represented as 
RPA 117fl on PC 116a, RPA 1176 on PC 1166, and RPA 117/i 
on PC 166/1. In this example, there is an instance of RPA for 
every illustrated workstation; however in actual practice all 
workstations associated with business 115 may not be 
enhanced with an instance of RPA. Whether it is available or 
not on any one machine will depend in part on normal 
security concerns and whether or not remote users may need 
to access a particular PC or other device within business 115. 
RPA is adapted to render its host PC as a server capable of 
filling requests according to demand. 

[0032] An object of the present invention is .to provide 
viable proxy services to mobile users (phone 107) that 
normally would not be practical such as being able to look 
up a document on a desktop machine (166a-/i) in the office 
or to send an email by proxy even though the company 
(business 115) is small and may have jiist two or three 
employees and no real Intranet or Web services other than 
typical Web pages hosted for company 115 on an ISP server 
such as server 111. RPA instances 118a-n provide the 
capability in conjunction with an instance of remote agent 
gateway (RAGW) 105 installed and operational in WAP- 
GW 104 within wireless network 103. 



[0033] In a preferred embodiment, WAP phone 107 in 
practice operated by a remote user, connects to a proxy 
server such as is exempfified in WAPGW 104 (proxy soft- 
ware not illxistrated) having RAGW 105 operational therein. 
From WAPGW 104, phone 107, using micro-browser 108, 
connects to any server within Internet 110 such as the 
illustrated server 111. In addition, when any of PCs hosting 
RPA are logged into and registered with WPAGW 104, a 
xiser operating WAP phone 107 may access a designated PC 
116a-n to perform certain tasks, access certain information 
and so on. Typically, a user operating WAP phone 107 is an 
employee or another trusted associate of business 115. In 
one embodiment, trusted clients may be given access to 
certain business machine such as any one or more of PCs 
116a-/i. 

[0034] FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating remote proxy 
function according to an embodiment of the present inven- 
tion in view of the example of FIG. 1. When an instance of 
remote proxy agent RPA as described with reference to FIG. 
1 is launched, it performs an automatic login procedure with 
the WAP gateway also described with reference to FIG. 1. 
The described login is illustrated in this example as Login 
200 in the domain of Remote Proxy Agent as is indicated. 
The domains are separated by vertical dotted lines. A direc- 
tional arrow emanating from Login 200 and progressing 
toward the domain of Gateway illustrates direction of trans- 
action. 

[0035] Within the domain labeled Gateway an identifica- 
tion and security check 202 is performed at the gateway, 
which is analogous to WAP-GW 104 of FIG. 1. Once the 
RPA hosting machine is logged in, it waits in the background 
for activity. This activity will come in the form of a remote 
request. It is noted herein that login 200 would typically 
happen on the designated gateway of the remote wireless 
service provider of the user whose business machine hosts 
the RPA instance. This gateway hosts RAGW software 
previously described. In one embodiment, a third party and 
not the provider of the user's wireless network might host 
the gateway. In this case, the user will need to enter the URL 
or other location indicator of the designated gateway hosting 
the RAGW instance of software. 

[0036] A WAP request 201 is illustrated in this example as 
originating in the domain labeled WAP and may be assumed 
in this example to originate from the WAP-enabled phone 
described with reference to FIG. 1. A directional arrow 
emanating from WAP request 201 and progressing toward 
the domain of gateway illustrates the direction of the 
request. The gateway receives WAP request 201 and per- 
forms a lookup and security check 202 as was done for the 
login procedure 200. The lookup portion of function 202 
identifies the correct RPA of the user's business machine he 
or she is authorized to access by proxy. Likewise a security 
check is performed, for example, by sending a simple 
challenge requiring the user to enter PIN codes or the like. 
The result is then ha^ed and sent bade for verification. This 
kind of security is well known in the art and is not shown in 
great detail, for reasons of simplicity. In one embodiment, 
users working at a same business analogous to business 115 
of FIG. 1 may grant each other access rights to each other's 
machines. In this case, a user may have access to more than 
one RPA and may be required to execute more than one 
password or PIN for each machine. 
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[0037] Referring now back to FIG. 2, after performing 
task 202 with regard to WAP request 201 received, the 
gateway sends the approved request to a request analyzer 
203 within the RPA domain, which in a preferred embodi- 
ment is a RPA-enhanced PC or other peripheral or standa- 
lone device designated as accessible to the particular autho- 
rized user. In the case of a PC as was described with 
reference to PCs Vl6a-n of FIG. 1 above, appropriate 
application program interfacing (API) is implemented to 
allow interface between RPA and communication programs, 
word processing programs including file search and access 
capability, object linking and embedding (OLE) capability 
and so on. In the case of a fax machine or multi-purpose 
printing/scanning/communication center, RPA software may 
interface directly (if standalone) or through a connected PC 
having access to those peripheral devices. 

[0038] Once the request is determined to be valid by 
analyzer 203, it is sent to RPA processor 204, typically a PC 
processor running the RPA software, as illustrated by direc- 
tional arrows. It is noted herein that analyzer 203 is pre- 
sumed to reside on the host machine as part of the RPA 
instance. RPA running on the host device processes the 
approved request for whatever task or tasks are specified in 
the request and according to authorized capability afforded 
to the requesting user. One with skill in the art will recognize 
that configm-ations for different users may very widely and 
are dependant on security issues, type of business, enterprise 
policy, and so on. 

[0039] A box 205 illustrated as a dotted rectangle associ- 
ated with processor 204 represents some options for pro- 
cessing a received and verified request. For example, it may 
be that the requesting user is authorized to access and read 
data only as illustrated as a first option within box 205. 
Perhaps a request involves OLE capability as illustrated with 
the second option in box 205. Perhaps a request is authorized 
to cause sending of e-naail. Fax, or other notification events 
as illtistrated by the third option within box 205. In one 
embodiment there may be a serial "session" identified in a 
request, the session involving serial invocation and execu- 
tion of more than one event. There are many possibilities. 

[0040] Depending on the content of a request and subse- 
quent RPA processing (204), there may be a computed or 
processed result, illustrated herein as result 206 that is 
propagated, eventually, back to the requesting user. Result 
206 may be a simple confirmation of action, a notification of 
error in request processing or request approval, or returned 
hard data requested by the user. Result 206 is transcoded if 
necessary at the domain of the gateway as illustrated herein 
by a transcoding step 207. Transcoding the data renders the 
data viewable to the requesting device. Any return data is 
delivered from the domain of the gateway to a requesting 
device, in this case, a WAP enabled phone, as illustrated by 
a box illustrated within the WAP domain labeled WAP 
Delivery and given the element number 208. 

[0041] In one embodiment, processor 204 may involve 
launching an application by, for example, OLE on a PC, or 
some other similar technique for launching of scripts and 
shells depending of course on the operating system of the 
machine on which the application is launched. Accessed 
documents may be e-mailed to a specified e-mail address or 
e-mail list, documents may be faxed to specified fax num- 
bers, documents may be read into a phone number, etc. In 



one embodiment, a request may be for the purpose of 
powering on or off certain devices that are connected to the 
RPA host device. Many tasks are conceivable. 

[0042] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a screen shot 
of configured proxy constraints according to an embodiment 
of the present invention. A window 300 is provided as part 
of RPA GUI and adapted to enable configuration of RPA 
parameters and level of enhancement. Window 300 is user- 
activated and operable by a user through normal cursor or 
keyboard conventions. If RPA is provided to a standalone 
device with limited input and visual display, window 300 
would be tailored for optimum display and user interaction 
for the particular device. 

[0043] In this example, a constraint 301 is illtistrated. 
Constraint 301 essentially limits user access and function 
ability to C: My Documents for accessing data and the 
function of Send Mail. This constraint simply means that the 
accessing user can only read from My Documents and can 
e-mail any document in My Documents to an e-mail address 
or e-mail group. 

[0044] Optional function icons 302a-n illustrated under 
constraint window 301 provide additional capability as 
desired and allowed. For example. Add, Remove, and Prop- 
erties functions are available for a user to implement with 
respect to the access-authorized section of My Documents. 
Likewise, options of an associated e-mail program would 
only be applicable to the authorized My Documents section. 
For example, the well-know e-mail fiinction "insert file" 
would only be operable if the file inserted is in the My 
Documents section. In one embodiment under certain 
restrictions, an authorized user is able to configure RPA from 
a remote location to add or limit constraints and change 
parameters. A sample scenario following the constraints of 
window 300 is presented below: 

[0045] L Request: Where on drive c: is the dociiment 
"Joel23.doc"? 

[0046] 2. Result: 
"C-\Mydocxunents\misc\Joell23.doc". 

[0047] 3. Next request: Mail it to Joe Shmoe. 

[0048] 4. Result: Message sent — ^you want receipt? 

[0049] 5. Next request: Yes. 

[0050] 6. Result (may be a while later): Return 
receipt received from SMPT@XyZcorp.com. 

[0051] The process detailed above may involve just one 
"session" between a requesting device and an RPA host. 
Security cookie exchange between the RPA and the gateway 
server at the time of login of the RPA can guarantee that the 
RPA only accepts commands from the gateway or server that 
it has authorized to give it commands, which is the same 
server that the user has authorized to be used. 

[0052] Such a scheme as detailed above reduces the risk of 
IP spoofing, IP spoofing is a known technique used to gain 
unauthorized access to computer systems \^ereby the 
intruder sends messages to a computer with an Internet 
Protocol address indicating that message is coming from a 
trusted host. In the case of document send from a server, the 
user does not have to worry about uploading any data. 
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[0053] The present invention can be practiced over the 
Internet and any connected sub network wireless or not 
without departing from the spirit and scope set forth in this 
specification. Users allowed access to RPA enhanced 
machines may represent employees of a same business, 
separate business individuals cooperating to serve a com- 
mon customer base, VIP clients or associates of business 
employees and so on. There are many customizable situa- 
tions that are possible. 

[0054] The method and apparatus of the present invention 
should be afforded the broadest possible scope under exami- 
nation. The spirit and scope of the present invention is 
limited only be the claims that follow. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A software system for enabling remote data access to 
and task execution on a data processing system through a 
proxy server comprising: 

an instance of the software residing on the data processing 
system for receiving and analyzing requests and per- 
forming according to request directive; and 

an instance of the software residing on the proxy server 
for identifying and authenticating a user and for redi- 
recting requests to the data processing system; 

characterized in that a user connects to a network acces- 
sible to the data processing system and initiates a 
request for services, wherein the request is after authen- 
tication of the user, redirected from the proxy server to 
the data processing system for task execution and 
possible return of results according to the contents of 
the request. 

2. The software system of claim 1 wherein the data 
processing system is a personal computer. 

3. The software system of claim 1 wherein the data 
processing system is a multi-purpose printing center. 

4. The software system of claim 1 wherein the data 
processing system is a computer-connected peripheral. 

5. The software system of claim 1 wherein data access 
includes directory search and opening of a target file. 

6. The software system of claim 1 wherein tasks per- 
formed include sending e-mails and electronic faxes. 

7. The software system of claim 6 wherein tasks per- 
formed further include reading a document over a dialed 
telephone connection. 

8. The software system of claim 6 wherein tasks per- 
formed further include powering on or off of host-connected 
devices. 

9. The software system of claim 1 wherein the proxy 
server is a wireless gateway in a wireless data network. 

10. The software system of claim 9 wherein the proxy 
server is accessed with a wireless network-capable device. 

11. The software system of claim 10 wherein the access 
device is a WAP enabled cellular phone. 

12. The software system of claim 1 wherein a request 
specifies a serial execution of serial tasks and return of 
results. 

13. The software system of claim 1 wherein many 
requests are sent to the data processing system in an un- 
interrupted data session. 

14. A software proxy agent residing in a data processing 
system and interfaced operationally to at least one software 
application of the system comprising: 



a request analyzer for parsing and verifying received 
requests; 

a request processor for processing the request for task- 
performance instructions; 

at least one application program interface for enabling 
remote control of the at least one application; and 

a results processor for computing and/or compiling 
results; 

characterized in that the agent, through the appropriate 
application program interface, executes the appropriate 
application to achieve the goal or goals specified in the 
request and wherein result or results of the application 
performance are returned to the user that initiated the 
request. 

15. The proxy agent of claim 14 wherein the data pro- 
cessing system is a personal computer. 

16. The proxy agent of claim 14 wherein the data pro- 
cessing system is a multi-purpose printing center. 

17. The proxy agent of claim 14 wherein the data pro- 
cessing system is a computer-connected peripheral. . 

18. The proxy agent of claim 14 wherein the at least one 
application includes an e-mail application, a word process- 
ing application, a facsimile application, a telephony appli- 
cation, and an operating system component application. 

19. The software application of claim 14 wherein the 
request analyzer, the request processor and the results pro- 
cessor utilize resident processing capability of the host 
device. 

20. A method for remote control of a data processing 
system over a network by proxy comprising steps of: 

a) connecting to the network using a network capable 
device; 

b) logging into a proxy server and authenticating for 
access; 

c) formidating and sending a request directed to the data 
system to be controlled; 

d) forwarding the request from the proxy server to a proxy 
agent at the data system; 

e) performing at least one task specified in the request; 
and 

f) returning results of task performance to the request 
initiator. 

21. The method of claim 20 wherein in step (a) the 
network capable device is a wireless, WAP enabled phone 
and the network is the Internet network. 

22. The method of claim 20 wherein in step (b) the proxy 
server is a gateway between the wireless network and the 
Internet. 

23. The method of claim 20 wherein in step (e) the at least 
one task is performed through application program interface 
between the proxy agent and the specified application. 

24. The method of claim 20 wherein in step (c) the at least 
one task is performed by an operating system component of 
the data processing system. 

25. The meUK)d of claim 20 wherein in steps (a) through 
(e) are conducted repeatedly in the course of a single data 
session between a user and the data system. 
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